COURT OF EXCHEQUER, IRELAND. 



A COPY OF THE REPORT 

Of The right honourable the Chief Baron, and The honourable the Barons 
of His Majesty’s Court of Excheque, r in Ireland, to the Lord Lieutenant 
of Ireland; upon the Memorial of John Swift Emerson and Thomas 
Pennefather, late two of the Examiners of the said Court, for Compensation 
under the Provisions of the Act 4 Geo. IV, c. 70. 



TO HIS EXCELLENCY RICHARD MARQUIS WELLESLEY, LORD LIEUTENANT 
GENERAL AND GENERAL GOVERNOR OF IRELAND. 

May it please Your Excellency, 

W E The Lord Chief Baron, and the other Barons of His Majesty’s Court 
of Exchequer in Ireland, having taken into our consideration the Memorial 
of John Swift Emerson, and Thomas Pennefather, late two of the Examiners of 
said Court, do submit to Your Excellency this Our Report thereon, praying 
that Your Excellency may direct that the same be laid, before both Houses 
of Parliament. 

By the Act of the 4th year of His present Majesty, c. 70; intituled, “ An Act 
e: for the better Administration of Justice in Ireland,” reciting (sec. 33.) that there 
were then four Examiners at the Equity side of the said Court of Exchequer, it 
was enacted, “ That from and after the commencement of the said Act, there 
“ should be but two Chief Examiners at the Equity side of the said Court, who 
“ should perform the several duties mentioned and specified for them in the 
“ Tables in that behalf thereto annexed and “ that the said two Examiners 
“ should be appointed by the Chief Baron of the said Court by deed to be by him 
“ duly executed and enrolled in the said Court; and further, that the two 
“ first Examiners to be appointed under the provisions of the said Act, should be 
“ appointed from among the four then Examiners of the said Court ; and further, 
“ that the said Court should report to the Lord Lieutenant, or other Chief 
“ Governor or Governors of Ireland for the time being, whether in their opinion, 
“ any and what compensation ought to be made to the two Examiners of the said 
“ Court, who should not be so appointed, or either of them, or to any then present 
" officer or officers at the Equity side of the said Court, and on what ground, for 
“ any loss which might be sustained by such officer or officers in consequence of 
“ the said Act, or the provisions therein contained, and that a Copy of such Report 
“ should be laid before both Houses of Parliament, immediately after the com- 
“ mencement of the then next Session of Parliament.” 

The said John Swift Emerson and Thomas Pennefather were two of the 
Examiners of the said Court at the time of the passing of the said Act, and the 
Chief Baron having appointed the other two Examiners of the Court, to be 
Examiners under the provisions of the said Act, the two former gentlemen presented 
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a Memorial to Us, praying, that We should take their case into consideration, 
and report to Your Excellency what Compensation they ought, in Our opinion', 
to have in consequence of the sajd Act. 

We have given the subject our best consideration, after hearing it discussed in 
open Court, upon notice given to the law officers of Crown, and beg leave to state 
to Your Excellency, that it appears to Us, from the best information We could 
procure, as well from the Report of the Commissioners of Inquiry, as otherwise, 
that before the passing of the said Act, the office of the Examiners of the Court of 
Exchequer, considered as one office, produced about Eight hundred pounds per 
annum; that in our humble judgment, this sum, without having regard to any 
possible or probable increase of emolument, from increase of business or otherwise, 
may fairly be considered as the annual value of the office; and that inasmuch as 
the two Memorialists, Mr. Emerson and Mr. Pennefather, were deprived of their 
office, not from any default of theirs, but for the advantage of the public, the 
annual sum of Two hundred pounds to each for their lives respectively would be 
a reasonable compensation for their loss in consequence of the said Act. And 
We further humbly submit it as our opinion, that such annual sum should com- 
mence from the 1st of August 1823, the time when the said Act came into 
operation, and the period from whence the salary for the new Examiners, under 
the Act of 6th Geo. IV, c. 60. by that Act, appointed to commence. 

(signed) S. O’GRADY. 

W. C. SMITH. 

JA’ M’CLELAND. 

Court of Exchequer, RICHARD PENNEFATHER. 

February 3, 1 826. 



Dublin Castle, 

9th February 1 826. 

JV. Gregory. 
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